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Article abstract
Masks as Ironie Process
Some Makishi of Northwestern Zambia
The using of masks during the initiation rites in Northwestern Zambia is part
of a tradition loaded with rich symbolic meanings based on myths and social
relationships. This article seeks to illustrate the use and rôles played by the
same masks in the present-day political postcolonial contexts. The traditional
masks fonn an important " locus " through wich people cope with and
appropriate ironically the new poh'tical realities of the région.
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