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Article abstract
Dreamsongs
Shifting Boundaries in the Temiar World
Hunter-gatherers and horticulturalists, the Temiar Senoi, an aboriginal people
of peninsular Malaysia, engage with their physical and social environment in
the imaginary world of dreams and ceremonies. Temiar dream practice is
intricately interconnected with their theories of self, society, and cosmos.
These, in turn, are articulated in village-wide musical ceremonies based on
songs received in dreams from the spirits of the landscape, the Malaysian
rainforest. Dream songs offer access to Temiar music theory, cultural
memories, and personal desires. I focus on the receipt, form, and performance
of songs received in dreams, and show how these dream-songs link Temiars
with the lands they inhabit, with one another, and with visiting
anthropolo-gists and ethnomusicologists.
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