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Article abstract
The Empire 's Old Clothes Fashioning the Colonial Subject
This essay explores the role of dress in the making of colonial subjects and "
ethnie " communities. It asks why nineteenth-century British missions in
Southern Africa, striving to reform African hearts and minds, devoted so much
time to clothing black bodies. Clothing, for the Christians, was the " fabric of
civilization "; ils appropriate consumption was seen as a major means of
shaping new forms of selfhood, desire, and labor. While European dress (both
new and second-hand) did effect transformations, it touched off a complex
politics of dress, playing into the making of new ethnie and class identifies, but
also encouraging a novel cross-breeding with indigenous styles. If Africans
remade their traditions with colonial materials, they often asserted local
modes of appropriation, playing in unforseen ways on the possibilities of
commodity culture.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/as/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/015326ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/015326ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/as/1994-v18-n3-as796/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/as/

















































