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Article abstract
The Aroma of the Commodity The Commercialization of Smell
This essay traces how the relationship of North Americans to their bodies has
come to be mediated by various toiletry products (soap, déodorant,
mouthwash) which promise to shield the consumer subject from social
rejection by eliminating or suppressing unwanted body odours. The authors go
on to describe the history and analyze the range of ideal olfactory identities
currently available for adoption by the consumer subject through the purchase
of perfumes or colognes. There follows a discussion of the growing use of
scents to enhance the consumer appeal or " aura " of manufactured products.
The article concludes with a brief examination of how a single, American-style
regime of olfactory values is spreading around the world, but also shows how
this regime is undergoing changes and has encountered résistance in various
quarters.
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