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Article abstract
Semiotic Analysis of Ritual Functions
Both narrative and ritual action manifest the présence of structural
arrangements similar to Propp's functions. After a discussion of a few
definitions of the elementary unit of narrative (Bremond, Dolezel, Jason,
Greimas), we turn our attention to definitions related to the circulation of
valuables between social agents and il lustrale how ritual violence and
ceremonial exchanges in Melanesia can be described and interpreted from
such a semiotic perspective.
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