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Article abstract
Travelling Theory and Population Health : Foucault, Grant, China and
Regionalization
Many governments currently wrestling with fiscal crisis are seeking how best
to limit and restructure their citizens' health care services. This paper on
transnational theorizing draws attention to the views on this policy matter of
two earlier thinkers : Michel Foucault on " social security ", and Dr. John Black
Grant of The Rockefeller Foundation on the " regionalization " of services. Both
are treated as cases of " travelling theory " : we must grasp both the temporal
and the spatial vicissitudes of savoir if we are to better understand and deal
with " les usages et les effets sociaux du savoir scientifique ", with the savoir of
governmentality and la sante publique. Part (1) reviews Foucault's later
thought about state welfare and democratie decision-making ; Part (2) treats
Foucault as a travelling intellectual commodity, and focuses on the case of
China; Part (3) examines Grant's contributions to health policy and practice in
China and elsewhere, and shows Foucault's later convergence on a similar (but
less detailed) policy of decentralization. Grant's vision of " regionalization " can
promote the growth of " civil society " ; in Foucauldian terms, it is an exercise
in governmentality, in a new " technology of the self ", and can be a " practice
of liberty ".
Key words : Lumsden, health, regionalization, theory, Foucault, Grant, China.
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