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Article abstract
The Purity of the Cift. Contribution to a Debate
A critique formulated by Éric Schwimmer concerning the book written by J. T.
Godbout and A. Caille brings me to distinguish between two forms of " pure "
gift, conceived first as a form of exchange distinct from market relations, then
as a free and desinterested gesture. Through this distinction we can better
appreciate the methodological value of the opposition between gift and
market, without pondering over individual motives. Then we try to recapture
the emergence of this opposition within western societies, and how the idea of
desinterested gift has brought us to think of thé gift as the generalised form of
exchange.
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