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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Mana. « total » fact and thé « spirit » in thé given thing. Marcel Mauss. thé «
gifts in Samoa » and thé comparative method in Polynesia
The anthropological method is based on a paradox first identified by
Lévi-Strauss : generalization must précède comparison. Mauss practiced it
before it was even formulated. specially in Essai sur le don. published in 1925.
That explains why Mauss started his study with thé case of Samoa Islands.
Indeed. thanks to this exemple. Mauss could base his generalization on thé «
notion de propriété-talisman » and then proceed with other cases, such as thé
well known Samoan « spirit of thé given thing ». In clarifying thé comparative
method developped by Mauss in thé case of Samoa in his Essai sur le don we
can better understand what he was trying to do. The issue is with mana. more
than with thé maori hau : « mana » as a sociological concept developped by
Mauss and not as a local theory concerning spiritual forces. Our analysis then
proceeds from thé model to thé ethnography. In confronting data available
today on Samoa we can appreciate thé scope of Mauss' intuition.
Key words : Tcherkézoff. Samoa, symbolism. gift. Mauss. comparative method.
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