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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Communication, the Other, the Inexpressible. Patient Self-help
Patient self-help groups in Quebec are examined from the viewpoint of the
particular relationship to speech that is found in them, and of ils translation
into a representation of illness as hindered communication. The study focuses
on the credo of these groups to the effect that only those who have lived
through the same experience can truly understand one another. We seek to
identify the cultural signification of this idea, and the meaning it gives to the
self-relationship and to the relationship with others among the patients
participating in these groups.
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