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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Illness, Healing and Religion in Contemporary Latin American Pentecostal
Movements
On the basis of observations carried out in Brasil, Mexico and Colombia, the
author studies the interpretations given to illness in the Pentecostal churches
as well as the process of religious conversion which aims at reversing the
pathogenic current and restoring the lost harmony wished for by God. His
analysis then concentrates on the new couple made up of the pastor and the
demons which have forced their way into the bodies of the sick : the pastor
using exorcism rituals engages in physical combat with the demons which are
usually of African origin but also, increasingly Catholics saints. From this
analysis the article sketches two mutually contradictory hypotheses, one in
terms of Conquest in which the exorcism may be seen as the eradication of
popular culture (in particular Afro-Amerindian), the other in terms of the
recomposition of popular culture. The second hypothesis consists of seeing the
growing pentecostalisation of the religious field in Central and South America
as an attempt to latinise and recatholicise a religion which is seen as
fundamentally foreign : Anglo-Saxon Protestantism.
Key words : Laplantine, religion, body, perfonnative statements, icon, divine
healing, South America
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