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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Beyond thé Stammbaum : Current Théories of Language Change
The history of historical linguistics is presented, with spécial focus given to : (1)
The Neogrammarian school, and ils rôle in thé development of a model of
language change, and a scientific methodology for thé reconstruction of
ancestral lexèmes and language features. (2) The view of language as system
proposed by Saussure, and ils impact on 20th-century linguistics, including
structuralism, linguistic geography, generativism and variationist
sociolinguistics. The article concludes with some thoughts on thé implications
of research on language change for research on sociocultural change.
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