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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Créoles : The State of the An
In this article I define creole vernaculars sociohistorically. rather than
strucrurally. and survey the literature that accounts for how they developed. In
this exercise I explain the problems inherent to traditional definitions and
what is not accounted for by current hypotheses of creole genesis. I argue that
the best approach to theeeee subject matter is one that treats the development
of creoles as a topic of historical and genetic linguistics. well grounded in the
socio-economie histories in which these vernaculars developed. factoring in
the relevant dialects of the lexifiers that came in contact with non-European
languages. and articulating principles that govern the sélection of features
from the competing varieties into the emerging vemacular.
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