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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
Between Politics of thé Living and Politics of Life. For an Anthropology of
Health
From an anthropological perspective, health is something else and much more
than the right side of disease. It is a relationship between physical and psychic
dimensions, on the one hand, and the social and political world, on thé other
hand ; a relationship which is not limited to a physiological or sensitive order,
but is the expression of a historical construction. The object of an anthropology
of health lies consequently in the bio-logics, i.e. the social logics which
confronts the body and politics. After drawing a picture of medical
anthopology through ils diversity and continuities, a characterization of the
anthropology of health is proposed. Two orientations are explored : first, the
processes of objectivation and subjectivation at work, with a special focus on
the centrality of the concept of bio-legitimacy ; secondly, the ways through
which globalization of a sanitary order imposes new meanings, with a
particular mention of thé humanitarian rationality. In conclusion, a synthesis
is proposed between politics of the living and politics of life.
Key words : Fassin, anthropology of health, médical anthropology, biopolitics,
subjectivation, globalization, humanitarian rationality
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