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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
The Insensitivity of Bioethics in French Public Culture
Opinions published by thé National Consultative Ethical Committee from 1984
onwards, officiai reports commissioned in thé 1980s and parliamentary papers
relating to thé so-called Laws of bioethics promulgated in 1994 constitute a
self-contained corpus of texts exposing thé " French doctrine " of médical
ethics. This paper is attempting to place ethi-cal debates back in their
anthropological context and to trace thé philosophical sources of key concepts
such as " thé human person ", " natural law ", and " thé future of mankind ".
Positivism and evolutionary psychology are likely to account for some of thé
ideological specificities of French bioethics, ils bias towards teleological
arguments and ils lack of in-terest for individuals, personal subjectivity, and
ethical issues related to thé patient's sensi-tivity.
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