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Article abstract
Based on Linda Hutcheon’s theoritical writings, this paper aims at studying two
examples of ironic composition in Tombeau de Romain Gary, namely the title
and the refrain. The title’s literal meaning first refers to the tombeau, a literary
genre born in the sixteenth century. Another possible meaning appears
through literary and biographical analyses as well as criticism, which account
for the framework of an essay; then, in the in-between appears a tombstone, a
tombeau, for a writer who was never buried. The refrain highlights the
inadequacy of the question asked to the mother, and reveals the feminist
writer’s abrasive and ironic criticism when she underlines how unhealthy
Roman Gary’s relationship with his mother Nina proved to be. Finally, the
comparisons between the two mother images, one provided in Romain Gary’s
La promesse de l’aube and the other by Nancy Huston’s Tombeau de Romain
Gary create a third ironic meaning.
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post mortem avaient été prévues dont le désir de ne 
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Gary

Gros-Câlin 
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sur
et de lui.

Tombeau
plusieurs fois.

Dans le Tombeau

Dire et interdire
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a priori

Tombeau

La promesse de l’aube

tristement. Puis elle disait:



CAHIERS FRANCO-CANADIENS DE L’OUEST, 200778

Tombeau. Si dans La promesse de l’aube
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