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Article abstract
Intergenerational links are now known for the whole of the Quebec population
during the French regime. This allows for a precise measure of the
contribution of each immigrant to population growth, and for an analysis of
the evolution of the ethnic structure of the population, and therefore of the
dynamics determining the origins of Quebec's French population. Even if one
may find some elements of differentiation among immigrants when they are
considered as a whole over the entire period, the impact of what happened
during the beginning of the colony is crucial: the Quebec population has been
defined very early along lines which were kept subsequently, because
immigration contributed only marginally to its growth. After one century of
settlement, spouses whose ethnic origin was French still represented 97% of
the total, with Normandy, the Paris region and the West of France contributing
for about two thirds.
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