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Article abstract
Indicators usually applied in period fertility analysis could be inadequate in a
low fertility context: birth control implies that parity, and not only age, plays a
crucial role. The measures applied in this paper offer the advantage of
eliminating the "weight" of the past (that is, the role of parity), a feature which
is particularly important when analysing short or medium evolution in a
context of low and rapidly declining fertility. In the case of Italy, the
application of this "multidimensional" (age and parity) approach shows how
profound the fertility decline has been, the intensity of the decline being in
some way "hidden" by the impact of past evolution when traditional measures
are used.
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