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Article abstract
The age-standardized prostatectomy rate in 1986-1987 is calculated for each of
the 32 community health districts (DSC) in the province of Quebec. Based on
demographic projections and observed variations between DSCs, the number
of prostatectomies (the most common surgical procedure performed on adult
males) performed in Quebec until 2031 would vary considerably, depending on
whether the highest or the lowest rate observed in a DSC is generalized to the
whole province. The impact on the consumption of health care resources is
significant. These results show that projections of health care use should take
into account the intensity of care to which a population is exposed as well as
changes in its demography.
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