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Article abstract
Since 1975, vital events have been registered, in Quebec, being classified by the
"usual language" of the subjects of these events. Such data is available by
census division. Furthermore, the 1981 and 1986 censuses provide information
concerning the place of residence, in 1976 and 1981 respectively, of persons
present in Canada at the time of the census, and such according to their
"language spoken at home". This enables an analysis of fertility behaviour,
internal migration and mortality patterns for each of the major linguistic
groups. Certain non-negligible disparities exist in demographic behaviour of
linguistic groups on the Montreal and Jesus Islands. On the other hand, in the
rest of the metropolitan Montreal area, linguistic disparities in demographic
behaviour are noticeably smaller : the three groups have the same fertility
level and the same propensity to migrate; only differentials in mortality can be
observed. The natural growth rate of francophones on the Island of Montreal
was (in 1985-1987) slightly inferior to that of the other two groups, but in the
metropolitan region U was superior. On the whole however, taking into
account internal migration, the group of francophones of the Islands of
Montreal and Jesus had the highest growth rate and the anglophone group the
lowest rate (in fact negative). For each of the three groups this growth rate was
quite close to zero, such that, ceteris paribus, international immigration will
for the most part determine differential growth rates per linguistic group in
this region.
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