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Article abstract
Theoretical studies on the demographic transition and empirical analyses
generally conclude that schooling has the power to direct mentalities towards
modernization and progress: it is because of the education obtained at school
that young girls began to irreversibly break away from society's traditional
values and started questioning their ancestral roles of wife and mother.
However, because of its strongly religious nature, there is no doubt that the
schooling received by Quebec women contributed only indirectly to the
emancipation of their thoughts. If schooling, and the knowledge that came with
it, provided the fundamental tools for freedom, it must also be noted that the
school's pro-birth stand moulded the collective conscience to respect tradition.
The statistics indicate that there is no doubt that the school's emancipatory
characteristics had more influence on the reproductive habits of Quebec's
women. But in a society so attached to religion, the conservative character of
educational teaching probably prevented the school from fully contributing to
progress. Therefore, it is possible that schooling did not have, in Quebec, all of
the impact which theories on declining birthrate credit it with.
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