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Article abstract
Magdalinos and Symeonidou (1989) examined the relationship between
fertility and the employment of women in the Greater Athens Area. The study
presented by them extends the analysis to the rest of Greece using a sample of
3,193 married women of which 1,532 lived in urban areas other than Athens
and 1,661 women lived in rural areas. Misspecification testing revealed
structural differences between urban and rural areas and heteroscedasticity in
the supply equation for work and the demand equation for children. A final
model consisting of five structural and four variance equations was estimated.
The new results confirm earlier findings: employment influences fertility both
directly as well as through women's sex-role attitudes. While no significant
direct influence of fertility on employment was found, a significant indirect
influence was found in the rural areas, as a result of attitudes towards sexual
roles. As expected, significant differences exist in the fertility and employment
equations between the urban and rural areas.
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