
Tous droits réservés © Association des démographes du Québec, 1994 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/09/2024 4:02 a.m.

Cahiers québécois de démographie

L’enfant et les transformations du milieu familial aux
États-Unis
THE CHANGING FAMILY CONTEXTS OF CHILDREN IN THE
UNITED STATES
LAS TRANSFORMACIONES DEL MEDIO FAMILIAR DE LOS
NINOS EN LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS
Larry Bumpass

Volume 23, Number 1, Spring 1994

L’enfance

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/010161ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/010161ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Association des démographes du Québec

ISSN
0380-1721 (print)
1705-1495 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Bumpass, L. (1994). L’enfant et les transformations du milieu familial aux
États-Unis. Cahiers québécois de démographie, 23(1), 27–52.
https://doi.org/10.7202/010161ar

Article abstract
This paper reviews the roles of divorce, nonmarital childbearing, and
cohabitation in the changing family contexts of children, and then provides
new estimates of current family composition which incorporate cohabitation.
The underlying process is viewed in terms of the declining significance of
marriage linked to long-term trends in individuation. Half of all children in the
U.S. will spend some time in a single-parent family, and nonmarital
childbearing is an important factor creating these families. At the same time,
increased cohabitation requires that family definitions which are based on
marital status in the U.S. be replaced with those that include cohabitation. A
sixth of traditionally defined "mother-only" families are cohabiting two-parent
families, and the one-fourth of current stepfamilies that are cohabiting are
missed by marriage-based definitions.
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