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Article abstract
This study looks at variations in mortality by poverty level in the Quebec
portion of the Ottawa-Hull census metropolitan area (urban Outaouais) and in
all of Quebec's six major urban areas (CMAs), using an ecological approach
based on census tracts. Mortality rates observed in census tracts in urban
Outaouais were compared to those observed in quintiles consisting of tracts of
similar wealth in the six CMAs grouped together. The findings show that the
gradient of male mortality rates from the wealthiest to the poorest census
tracts is steeper in urban Outaouais than in all of urban Quebec. Death rates
are also higher in census tracts in urban Outaouais than in tracts of
comparable wealth in urban Quebec. In general, the excess mortality observed
in urban Outaouais is consistent with its relative poverty within the
Ottawa-Hull CMA, even though the average income in this area is higher than
the Quebec average.
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