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Article abstract
This article reviews studies conducted in Quebec on genetic demography in a
medical context — i.e. studies on populations composed of individuals with
heritable disorders — especially studies that include an analysis of the
genealogies of these individuals. The main purpose of these studies is to
understand and explain the demographic dynamics underlying the origin and
spread of genes responsible for hereditary diseases in Quebec's
French-Canadian population. Their conclusions generally concern the presence
or absence of a founder effect, the existence of a close or remote consanguinity,
and the possible origin of deleterious genes among the population's founders.
These factors are related to characteristics observed in the populating of
Quebec and certain of its regions.
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