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Article abstract
Changes in the census questionnaire since 1971 and high differential
out-migration according to language characteristics have undermined the
comparability of successive census data on language shift between English and
French in the greater part of Quebec. In the two regions least sensitive to these
factors, notwithstanding language policies in support of French, the dynamics
of language shift between English and French in 1991 seem to work to the
benefit of English ait least as strongly as in 1971. This ascendancy of English
endures despite a considerable increase in the relative importance of the
French-speaking component of the population as well as a marked decrease in
the gap between the knowledge of English and that of French in both regions.
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