
Tous droits réservés © Association des démographes du Québec, 1999 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/24/2024 4:51 a.m.

Cahiers québécois de démographie

L’étude des unions en démographie : des catégories aux
processus
STUDYING MARRIAGE, COHABITATION, AND OTHER
NON-EPHEMERAL SEXUAL UNIONS: CROSS-SECTIONAL
CATEGORIES VERSUS MULTIDIMENSIONAL CONTINUA AND
PROCESS
ESTUDIO DE LAS UNIONES (MATRIMONIO, COHABITACION) EN
DEMOGRAFIA : CATEGORIAS Y PROCESOS
Thomas K. Burch and Danièle Bélanger

Volume 28, Number 1-2, Spring–Fall 1999

L’union libre

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/010258ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/010258ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Association des démographes du Québec

ISSN
0380-1721 (print)
1705-1495 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Burch, T. K. & Bélanger, D. (1999). L’étude des unions en démographie : des
catégories aux processus. Cahiers québécois de démographie, 28(1-2), 23–52.
https://doi.org/10.7202/010258ar

Article abstract
This paper argues that unions in contemporary society are too varied and too
fluid to be studied using the standard demographic approaches and tools for
the study of marriage and the family. Emphasis on process, rather than on
status and membership in a category, would give greater recognition to the fact
that states such as marriage or cohabitation need to be seen as part of
over-lapping life-course sequences. The meaning of a given union depends in
pairt on what has preceded and what follows in the sequence. Attention to
process also requires greater attention to the individual and joint decision
making that underlies movement along well-defined demographic statuses. In
defining and studying sexual unions, greater use needs to be made of modern
quantitative classification techniques, including cluster analysis,
multidimensional scaling, and the logic of fuzzy sets as well. Methods of
qualitative analysis are particularly relevant for the study of process and
meaning. The greatest progress will come from a conscious blending of
quantitative and qualitative models.
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