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Article abstract
In 1993, the Commission of the European Communities conducted a survey,
dubbed Eurobaromètre, within its twelve member States on the attitudes of
European men and women regarding the couple and the family. The author
analyzes the answers to some of the questions posed. The survey results show
that most of the 12,800 individuals queried felt that mutual respect and love
were necessary for couples to live together happily. As for Europeans' attitudes
on cohalbitation and the rignts of homosexuals to live as a couplle, marry,
adopt children and inherit property, one finds a fairly clear demarcation line
between two generations: the older generation tends to oppose the idea of
couples not marrying and that of different types of couples, and places more
importance on the homogamous values underlying conjugal unions in the past.
The younger geineration places less emphasis on these values and more on the
conditions that best fulfill individual aspirations. Finally, the questions dealing
with the rights of married and unmarried couples in the area of family
allowances, taxation, etc. reveal Europeans' lack of knowledge on the legal
situations of the two types of couples.
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