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Article abstract
The delay in the first demographic transition can be linked to delays in
socioeconomic and sociocultural transformations in Quebec. In comparison to
Ontario, this delay is particularly marked around 1921 when the average
fertility rate is 5.3 in Quebec and 3.2 in Ontario. The subsequent changes are
greater in Quebec, where the baby boom was less important, so that by 1960
the two provinces reach the same figure of 3.8 births per woman. The changes
of the 1960s are particularly noteworthy because they represent the
culmination of the first demographic transition as well as the beginning of the
second, bringing Quebec fertility from 3.76 births per woman in 1960 to 1.97 in
1970. This second transition is linked especially to marital relations, which
have become less stable, as seen in the frequency of divorce and cohabitation.
While cohabitation is especially prevalent in Quebec, a higher proportion of
Ontario births occur at later ages. The fertility levels of Quebec and Ontario are
very similar in 1996, at 1.56 births per woman.
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