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Article abstract
Because Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) is a diagnosis arrived at when
other causes of death have been ruled out, several elements may influence the
exact number of these cases, and our understanding of the risk factors is,
therefore, still limited. This article first briefly reviews studies on SIDS. Special
attention is then given to the importance of the diagnosis, and to the process
leading from the death to its inclusion in the vital statistics recorded by the
Institut de la statistique du Québec (ISQ). The author then examines the quality
of the available statistical data on this cause of death by comparing the ISQ
data with data from the Coroner's Office, verified by a group of medical
examiners. For the period 1987-1997, cases of SIDS were underestimated by
about 9 percent on average. Using the adjusted data, the authors next present
the incidence of this phenomenon and some of its characteristics in Quebec.
National and international comparisons show that Quebec has an enviable
record in terms of SIDS mortality rates.
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