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Article abstract
In their heyday, the suburbs of the 1950s and 1960s were notorious for their
functional, residential and demographic homogeneity. Since that time, suburbs
have become more complex with the decentralization of workplaces, retail
facilities and higher education, as well as with the densification of the built
environment and graying of the population. Based on the 1996 Census data,
this article examines the greater Quebec City area, comparing its postwar
suburbs with older, more central neighbourhoods and recent suburbs. Our
results demonstrate that there are important socioeconomic differences among
suburbs built in the 1950s and 1960s, that apartment buildings make the bulk
of occupied private dwelling units, that households with children constitute no
more than one third of private households, and that, contrary to popular belief,
older people are more numerous in suburbs than in the central city.
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