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Article abstract
Manuscript data from the 1901 census, which have only recently become
available, are used here to identify the main characteristics of the Québec
population at the turn of the 20th century. The contrasts observed during this
period of demographic transition and urbanization, between agricultural and
non-agricultural rural milieus and between urban milieus of various sizes,
bring to light some of the consequences of the phenomena ongoing at that
time: from a demographic perspective, variations between the milieus in
question in sex ratios and age structures, in the levels of the main demographic
components, and in household composition; from a sociocultural perspective,
the far more homogeneous character of the rural populations, along with
reduced levels of literacy among the latter; and finally, from a socioeconomic
perspective, the changing employment conditions synonymous with
urbanization: in particular, more job opportunities for women and for all
migrants to the city.
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