
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 1980

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/08/2024 10:01 p.m.

Historical Papers
Communications historiques

Science anthropologique et racisme à l’époque de l’expansion
coloniale : le cas du Grand dictionnaire universel du XIXe
siècle de Pierre Larousse
Pierre Simoni

Volume 15, Number 1, 1980

Montréal 1980

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/030856ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/030856ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0068-8878 (print)
1712-9109 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Simoni, P. (1980). Science anthropologique et racisme à l’époque de l’expansion
coloniale : le cas du Grand dictionnaire universel du XIXe siècle de Pierre
Larousse. Historical Papers / Communications historiques, 15(1), 167–184.
https://doi.org/10.7202/030856ar

Article abstract
Although colonial expansion in the nineteenth century has usually been
viewed in terms of "social imperialism", the contact with non-European
peoples also resulted in the formulation of an anthropological science which
translated inferiority in technical skills and material possessions into racial
terms. Such theories were used to justify colonialism, especially the
subjugation of "inferior" races. On the home front, they also provided a
framework for depicting class structures. A study of Le Grand Dictionnaire of
Pierre Larousse, a vast compendium of left republican beliefs, illustrates these
links between anthropological science, racist notions, progress, and
imperialism, while at the same time bringing out the tensions between the
ideals of progress and perfectability.
By analyzing the ideological assumptions laying behind many of the articles in
this influential Dictionnaire, the author demonstrates how various
anthropological concepts influenced French thought over a wide spectrum of
issues. He also draws parallels between French ideas on anthropology, race,
imperialism, and social reform, and similar currents of thought in the
Anglo-Saxon world.
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