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Article abstract
An examination of the distribution system for cod in France during the 18th
century reveals that this product was largely consumed in the towns,
particularly those along the coast. Contrary to the statements of many
contemporaries, cod was an expensive and much sought-after foodstuff,
particularly among well-to-do city dwellers. There were, however, a number of
changes in demand during the century, which are tracable to the wartime
situation, shifts in taste, and the failure to observe religious prohibitions
regarding the eating of meat.
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