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Article abstract
French agricultural productivity appears to have failed to match that of its
neighbours by the middle of the I9th century. This paper suggests that one of
the reasons for this relative backwardness was the failure of'French farmers to
adopt the new technology available to them. Mechanization, with its constant
change and variations in technique, was gener- ally not taken up.
In the first part of this paper, the author surveys the development of
mechanization and the manner and extent of adoption across the country. On
the basis of this analysis, he suggests reasons for the uneven and hesitant
quality of mechanization over time. This resulted, he suggests, not simply from
the conservatism of the French farmer, his devotion to traditional patterns of
production and the lack of training among farm workers. Rather, he posits, the
slow adoption of these new devices resulted from the lack of entrepreneurship
on the part of French implement manufacturers, the structure of agricultural
holdings in the country (most of the farms being small and too expensive to
mechanize), the high prices for merchandise and the existence of a large body
of landless agricultural workers. An analysis of the demo-socio-economic
context reveals the extent of mechanization, and variations from area to area.
These differences appear to disap- pear by the end of the 19th century.
Mechanization in French agriculture did take place but the development was
slow and lagged behind the performance of other Western European nations.
Central to this was the role of the leading citizens in each district, who
encouraged mechanization by buying this machinery and by organizing
contests and exhibitions. The smaller farmers followed their lead, but only
when the benefits of mechanization were proven, and the financial resources
to purchase became available.
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