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Article abstract
Because of its flexibility, the relational data base allows a measure of
sophisticated informational manipulation while preserving the integrity of the
individual fact. For the social historian who believes that graphs and statistical
tables do not explain everything, it provides an essential alternative. As an
instrument in understanding history, its efficacy depends upon the ability with
which the historian structures the input. As a result, the use of relational data
bases requires a careful prior consideration of the relationship among the
sources available, the problem to be examined, and the historical approach
chosen. This article presents an example of these connections, working with a
relational data base consisting of marriage contracts and wills from the
sixteenth century.
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