
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 1998

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/09/2024 8:34 p.m.

Journal of the Canadian Historical Association
Revue de la Société historique du Canada

From Dreams to Reality: The Evolution of Anglo-Canadian
Trade During the Diefenbaker Era
Bruce Muirhead

Volume 9, Number 1, 1998

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/030500ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/030500ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0847-4478 (print)
1712-6274 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Muirhead, B. (1998). From Dreams to Reality: The Evolution of Anglo-Canadian
Trade During the Diefenbaker Era. Journal of the Canadian Historical
Association / Revue de la Société historique du Canada, 9(1), 243–266.
https://doi.org/10.7202/030500ar

Article abstract
The articulated foreign economic policy of the Conservative government of
John Diefenbaker following its election in June 1957 was to redirect trade away
from the United States and toward the United Kingdom. This policy reflected
Diefenbaker's almost religious attachment to the Commonwealth and to
Britain, as well as his abiding suspicion of continentalism. However, from these
brave beginnings, Conservative trade policy ended up pretty much where the
Liberals had been before their 1957 defeat-increasingly reliant on the US
market for Canada's domestic prosperity. This was a result partly of the normal
development of trade between the two North American countries, but it also
reflected Diefenbaker's growing realisation of the market differences between
Canada and the United Kingdom, and the impossibility of enhancing the flow of
Canadian exports to Britain.
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