
All rights reserved © The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique
du Canada, 2000

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 05/07/2024 10:48 p.m.

Journal of the Canadian Historical Association
Revue de la Société historique du Canada

Presidential Address: The Empire Strikes Back: The
Nineteenth-Century Origins of the Canadian Secret Service
Gregory S. Kealey

Volume 10, Number 1, 1999

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/030505ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/030505ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
The Canadian Historical Association/La Société historique du Canada

ISSN
0847-4478 (print)
1712-6274 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Kealey, G. S. (1999). Presidential Address: The Empire Strikes Back: The
Nineteenth-Century Origins of the Canadian Secret Service. Journal of the
Canadian Historical Association / Revue de la Société historique du Canada,
10(1), 3–18. https://doi.org/10.7202/030505ar

Article abstract
While the history of the RCMP security service is becoming better known, study
of its nineteenth-century predecessors is just beginning. From experiments
with a rural police force established in Lower Canada in the aftermath of the
1837 Rebellions, the United Provinces of Canada created two secret police
forces in 1864 to protect the border from American invasion. With the end of
the Civil War, these forces turned to protecting the Canadas from Fenian
activities. The Dominion Police, established in 1868, provided a permanent
home for the secret service. The NWMP followed in 1873. Unlike the English,
whose Victorian liberalism was suspicious of political and secret police,
Canadians appear to have been much more accepting of such organisations
and did not challenge John A. Macdonald's creation or control of a secret
police. Republicanism, whether in the guise of Quebec, Irish or American
nationalism, was seen as antithetical to the new nation of Canada, and a secret
police was deemed necessary to protect the nation against it.
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