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Article abstract
A study of local development activities and economically-based integration
indicates serious inconsistencies and even incompatibilities between social
objectives and economic support structures. Do local development initiatives
thus have nothing to gain from an economic basis? They do indeed, but only if
they reject an overly restricted vision of the economy and do not limit the
latter to paid employment. Studying the lifestyles of economically marginalized
but socially integrated groups highlights the importance of informal or
non-market aspects of the social economy. Such an observation leads to a
conception of local development in terms of resources rather than income and,
in light of the crisis in job-oriented social integration, a search for new links
between the economic and the social.
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