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Article abstract
Using the terms formal and informal generates more questions than answers.
In this article we question contemporary usages in order to grasp both their
meaning and scope. Used to describe social, educational, legal and economic
activities, the formal-informal binomial conveys a rigid, fundamental
opposition between state and society. We hypothesize that the rise of the
informal sector is linked to an alteration of state approaches through
obligatory experimentation with partnership-based intervention strategies. To
be viable, these new strategies require a de-formalization of the state and a
corresponding formalization of partnerships.
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