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Article abstract
Economic and social upheaval and the crisis of the welfare state have sparked
an increase in informal sector activity, including community action, in areas
such as occupational training and employment integration, particularly for
young people. In addition, state reform has made government intervention
more complex while reducing the impact of public services in these areas.
Rather than developing a new strategy, public authorities are implementing a
policy of institutionalizing the practices of the informal sector, which is
thereby given recognition. However, while gaining new means of intervention,
the informal sector has also lost out in terms of freedom of action and freedom
to protest.
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