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Article abstract
Although the contribution of mutual benefit insurance to building the French
social welfare system is relatively well known, the intervention of private
insurance companies still contains many shadowy areas. Yet, these companies
have been prominent actors in the history of social risk protection. A prime
aspect of the tardy imprint of social insurance in France is the favoured
relationship long established between major social legislation and the rising of
profit-making organizations. They also helped forge the identity of mutual
benefit insurance, likewise created in the 19th century through resistance to
the hegemony of market production and through adaptation to the system
rules. Even today, one of the critical problems in social welfare remains the
relationship between the market and non-market poles which are the principal
elements in this field.
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