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Article abstract
In 1992, indicative of the transition from the welfare state to the 'supportive
state', the Quebec government introduced a major reform of its regional
development policies and programs. The reform marked the end of the epoch
when regional development meant both support for problematic regions and
the standardization of management, combining flexibility and privatization.
Local and regional communities had responsibility for planning their
development transferred to them and, consequently, that for forming new
consensuses between social and economic actors with the aim of promoting
private enterprise in the regions. To what extent has this change helped
strengthen local communities ? That is the question posed in this article and
which it attempts to answer, first explaining from the theoretical point of view
the relationship between regional development and the welfare state, and then
reexamining the evolution of regional development in Quebec from the "Quiet
Revolution" to date.
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