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Article abstract
The new social question is related to developments in the modern economy.
Historically, the emergence of the welfare state has been a component in the
infrastructure of the contemporary world, the social question leading to a
separation between the economic sphere in terms of a market economy, and
the social sphere, a legal manner of safeguarding society. This infrastructure,
where the organization of social life depended logically on the state, was
reflected in the parallel rise of the labour force and the welfare state in a
balance which, following World War II, enabled synergy between state and
market to be established. However, the compromises typical of that period of
expansion started to disintegrate as early as the 1970s: the inability of the
welfare state to produce a viable social format rewarding for individuals can
no longer be ignored. Today, only a reformulation of the relationship between
the economic and the social sectors is capable of providing an answer to these
critical questions.
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