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Article abstract
Recent studies on the "new social problem" tend to deal with the latter through
integration and consider work as the sole means of restoring the social link.
This article takes a critical look at the way these studies represent the social
sphere, by highlighting the ambiguity of their wording and the unflaggingly
disenchanted image, depicting neither struggles nor dreams, which they give of
the labour movement and its history. By assigning to the working class the sole
perspective of negotiating its place in industrial society, they neglect the mythic
quality of the link the latter has up to now represented, and, especially, fail to
look at ways of examining the "new social problem" from the controversial
perspective of the working class itself.
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