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Article abstract
This article offers a critical re-examination of sociological studies on parental
strategies regarding schooling. It begins by assessing the contribution of
utilitarian analyses. In emphasizing the search for the economic
cost-effectiveness of parents' investments and children's academic attestations,
these analyses shed light on the important aspects of parental aspirations,
family monitoring of schooling and the choice of an educational institution in
the current context. However, the article then shows the limits of such
analyses, limits which may be transcended by considering parents'
identity-oriented strategies, i.e. parental practices (such as supervising
children's or adolescents' social relationships) which are aimed at encouraging,
over and above mere "academic merit," the child's acquisition of certain social
traits required for integration in a given social group. The article concludes by
noting the interest of studying both the convergences and contradictions that
may arise between these two perspectives according to local and social
contexts.
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