
Tous droits réservés © Lien social et Politiques, 1996 This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 04/24/2024 11:48 p.m.

Lien social et Politiques

Le sort des femmes sous le gouvernement de Vichy (1940-1944)
Women's Lot under the Vichy Regime (1940-1944)
La situación de las mujeres bajo el gobierno de Vichy
(1940-1944)
François Rouquet

Number 36, Fall 1996

Politiques familiales et vies de femmes

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/005231ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/005231ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Lien social et Politiques

ISSN
1204-3206 (print)
1703-9665 (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this article
Rouquet, F. (1996). Le sort des femmes sous le gouvernement de Vichy
(1940-1944). Lien social et Politiques, (36), 61–68.
https://doi.org/10.7202/005231ar

Article abstract
The Vichy government assigned distinct social roles to each sex: women had to
(re)assume their maternal function in the home and look after their children,
and men had to provide for their family's needs. But from 1940 to 1944, the
social reality was continually pitted against the official emphasis on the values
of work, family and nation, marked by a growing gap between discourse and
reality. Family policy was then inspired by the "family code" developed just
prior to the war, under the Third Republic. But a common thread in Vichy
policy was to place greater stress on strengthening the institution of the family
than on protecting individuals. This was the rationale underlying highly
repressive measures to counter social practices imperiling the family. Despite a
certain continuity in family structures after the war, Vichy's family philosophy
radically differed from that of the Republic in providing a sort of natural
legitimacy for conservatism and lack of social change.
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