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Article abstract
The notion of fatherhood is structured by the action of various social forces
that define the role of the father. The author examines child welfare policies
and social control practices stemming from these policies, the uses and social
impacts of scientific knowledge, especially studies on men and women, in
defining the father in relation to the notions of absence and abuse, and the role
of men's groups and fathers' rights movements. He concludes that the current
situation of crisis in developed societies facilitates the recruitment of
individuals who feel helpless and confused in the face of social change and
changing family structures. Fatherhood is a rallying theme. Concerted effort
should enable researchers to better differentiate innovative social support
practices for fathers in difficulty, reactionary responses and state social control
measures.
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