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Article abstract
In the political arena and in academia, the debate on fatherhood in France has
in recent decades chiefly centred on the question of establishing filiation and
separating the notion of filiation from the framework of marriage (diminished
presumption of paternity in the context of marriage, and the elimination of
most distinctions between children born within marriage and those born
outside marriage) as well as on the question of the allocation or sharing of
parental authority between divorced or unmarried parents. This debate has
highlighted the "interests of the child," or the "right of the child" to have his or
her filiation established, not to suffer discrimination based on the
circumstances of his or her birth, and to maintain ties with both parents, i.e.
the "right to a father" rather than the "rights of the father."
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