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Article abstract
During the Third Republic, application of the procedure of paternal
"correction," which enabled offended fathers to demand that a rebellious
minor be incarcerated, became increasingly infrequent. An examination of
changes in the law and in legal practices shows that fathers were not given an
absolute right to have their children placed in detention. Due to questions
about such paternal rights, a growing recognition of children's rights, and
changing family needs, new solutions emerged. The father was less and less
often seen as a victim, as an authority whose legal rights society recognized in
assuming the responsibility of placing the child in detention. The image of the
insubordinate child gave way to the notion of the child in moral danger or as
maladjusted, as working-class fathers were increasingly perceived as suspect
or in need of help.
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