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Article abstract
French demographers invented the notion of population aging in a specific
political and cultural context. The connotations of this notion are so pernicious
that they are still influencing our perception of old age. But as a result of
changes in this stage of life, analyses of demographic aging based on an
immutable age threshold have become irrelevant. In the past thirty years,
sixty-year-olds have experienced changes in their health, their position in the
succession of generations, their economic capabilities and their social role. It is
important to consider these changes in studying the evolution of age
structures, to avoid having the statistical category define the human reality it
was supposed to help describe. By clarifying the idea of an evolving age
threshold for the onset of old age, one can show that population aging as
traditionally viewed is only apparent, and without social consistency. On the
other hand, the advances achieved in the past thirty years with regard to
mortality after age 35 have heightened social disparities and intensified the
differing conceptions of retirement age.
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